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The Bells of Rheims. 


Long have they 'sung across the vineyards fair, 

Yet sweeter now across the world of dreams ; 

Those shattered bells, whose voice once filled the air, 
Call us to worship at the shrine of Rheims. 

Across the war, the world, the pleasures gone. 

Assured and sweet the bells of Rheims ring on. 

Ages ago, when pilgrims wandered there, 

Forth to the shrine of One whose blood redeems, 
Robber, and King, and mendicant foot-bare, 

Pausing, have heard the far-off bells of Rheims. 

Faint on the wind across the Summer’s glow, 

Or Winter blind, their tale ran long ago;— 

“ Though man he dies, though bells down shattered be, 
There in the skies the soul finds Victory.” 

So will they ring, and from the future’s sky 
Above the City, where the maiden dreams, 

Across the fields, where our beloved lie, 

The wind will bring the far-off bells of Rheims. 
Through all the years when we from earth have gone, 
Assured and sweet those bells will still ring on ;— 

“ Though States may rise, and Kings and Empires be, 
There in the skies alone stands Victory.” 

Henry de Vere Stacpoole. 
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